[Development of a workable mini checklist to assess guideline quality].
Due to lack of time, a detailed appraisal of guideline quality with complex assessment instruments such as AGREE and DELBI is not always feasible. Therefore, our aim was to develop an assessment tool in the form of a 'mini checklist' that would make it possible to quickly gauge guideline quality. 1. A systematic literature search in MEDLINE, EMBASE and international guideline portals for available assessment tools (cut-off value for relevance: mentioned in > 50% of cases). 2. Assessment of all identified appraisal criteria in an online survey among members of the DELBI 2.0 group of experts (cut-off value for relevance: mentioned in > 75% of cases). 3. Internal Delphi technique and consensus. 489 requirements for the methodological quality of guidelines were extracted from 24 identified assessment instruments. These could be merged to create 49 appraisal criteria that were then evaluated by 28 of the experts approached (response rate: 43 %). Initially, 8 appraisal criteria reached both cut-off values. Seven additional appraisal criteria were adopted by consensus. According to the orientation of their content, the 15 appraisal criteria were then grouped together to form the 8 appraisal criteria that were finally included in the mini checklist. An assessment of guideline quality can be based on a few very important key questions, and it would be reasonable for clinicians to do so. This could promote wider acceptance of guidelines in general practice and hospitals.